
It's been an interesting year to say the least. We appreciate your understanding and patience as
we've had to make changes to our program and classes to accommodate NSW Health
requirements. We're proud to say the efforts of our wonderful volunteers, staff, tutors and
participants has paid off in that we have managed to complete the year with no known Covid
issues. 

Our plans for 2021 are to run classes much the same as this term, but if we have clearance
from Council to increase the number of people per room, then we will expand numbers of some
classes. We will open to new participants where capacity allows, but unfortunately we are still
not able to accept casual participants in Term 1 next year.  We understand that this will be
disappointing to people who had previously attended on a casual basis, but we need to continue
to provide a secure and predictable environment for class participants. 

Confirming that our last day of Term for 2020 is 12th December. The office will be open until the 
18th December to finalise plans for 2021.

Registrations for Term 1 of 2021
will start with existing students in 
December. Someone from the 
office will be in touch with your 
class to suggest the best time to 
pre-register and pay to secure your 
place. Former students and others 
on the waiting list will then be 
considered in January where class
vacancies exist. 
  
Any questions or concerns, call the 
Office on 9639 7918.

Stay safe and well, 
Anita and Louise
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We wish you a Merry Christmas!



Volunteer with us!
Hills Community Aid and Learning in the Hills always have
great opportunities for people to volunteer with us. Some
current opportunities include; Helping with the coordination
of Tuesday Travellers bus outings, helping with
administration and canteen support on a Friday and also
assisting with setting up tables and chairs on a Wednesday
morning between 8.30am-9.30am. Volunteers for these
roles will be eligible to get a class at Learning in the Hills
free for the term if they volunteer! 
Please talk to Anita on 96397918 if you want to know more.   

Christmas Raffle
It's beginning to look a lot like

Christmas; especially when you 
see Ruth's wonderful handmade 

creations appear! 
The raffle is now open with tickets

available for purchase from the office
for $2 per ticket and 3 tickets for $5.

Volunteer with the Lifeline Store
Lifeline Shop Castle Hill is looking for volunteers for
their new shop, opening early November. No experience is required, just a willingness to learn and be
part of a team. Different shifts available from Mondays to Saturdays. Join a great group of people and
help them save lives. To find out or more to apply Email lifeline on volunteer@lifelinemacarthur.org.au
Call lifeline on 0429 119 062 or 4645 7205

How did you feel about coming back to class this term? Are you
enjoying it? How did we go in making you feel safer about returning in
these uncertain times? If you didn't come back, what made you
hesitate? Is there anything we can consider doing differently? 
Please email us your feedback via learninginthehills@hca.org.au
or phone 96397918 or drop by the office to let us know.

We want your feedback



Need Help?

Financial support call Hills Community Aid Financial Inclusion Team on
96398620. 
Emotional support call Lifeline on 131114 or Beyond Blue on 1300 22 4636.
Domestic Violence non emergency support call HCA Safer Communities on
96398620.
Emergency Support contact 000
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GET ONLINE WEEK WORKSHOPS A SUCCESS!

Learning in the Hills ran two workshops recently for Get Online Week. One was on the topic of
how to use QR codes and the Covid Safe App. The other was discussing Scams and Staying

Safe Online. Both workshops were well attended and people said they learnt a lot. If you missed
the workshop but would like some printed information, we please see Anita in the office. 

Photos from the week below.



JOY IN THE JOURNEY

Joy in the Journey is the 'Life Story' of one of the students from our "Life Stories" class. 
She writes...."When I contemplated writing a book about my life journey, I wondered what I could write
that would make for a story that my grandchildren’s children would want to read. Because they might

wish to know my story just as I wanted to know the stories of my great-grandparents. Nobody has ever
been able to tell me those stories in the detail I wanted. My maternal grandmother was an important

part of my childhood. Born in Scotland, she taught me traditional Scottish songs and instilled in me an
interest in the culture of this faraway country that I wouldn’t visit until I was an adult. However, she

never spoke of her childhood and growing up years. I only know her story from when they immigrated
to Australia when my mother was a baby. I wish she had recorded her story in its entirety for not only

her grandchildren, but also her future posterity.   I once heard it said: “A life not recorded is a life
forgotten.” Writing your life story is not easy, but it is a gift you can give to generations of families not
yet born. It is also a gift to yourself to embrace the past, not only the good times but the hard times as

you acknowledge what you have learned on the journey of life. In the process of writing you learn about
yourself and how you got to where you are. Who knows, perhaps these hard-earned life lessons may

even be of help to somebody who reads about them."Rhonda not only wrote her own story but also the
story of her husband’s life. Her husband passed away in 2012. These books will be treasured by her

children, her grandchildren...and her grandchildren's children in the future.  

The Life Stories class runs on a Thursday morning from 9:30am – 11:45am.
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Reader contributions
P L E A S E  F O R W A R D  U S  A N Y  P H O T O S  O R  S T O R I E S  F O R  F U T U R E  N E W S L E T T E R S

 Left: Beautiful paintings by Helen Barry, a student in Maria's
Wednesday Painting class. 

Above: Wonderful patchwork and quilting creations from the
ladies in Yvette's class. 


